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Emblem of Kita City

(Adopted on 1 July 1952)
Kita City invited designs for a city emblem in April 1952. This emblem
was adopted in July of the same year. The chineese character for "Kita"

(north) was abstracted into a circular shape with wings, symbolizing a
future for the city that is dynamic and high-flying.

KoK E<5
City Tree: Cherry Blossom Tree
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Kita City Communication Logo
(Adopted on 3 April 1996)
The design incorporating cherry blossom petals and the initial “K”
from Kita represents “Kita City as a place of many flowers”.
The linked petals symbolize transportation networks, interpersonal
relationship and communications with the people who visit Kita City.

The blooming cherry blossoms also give are image of the breath of
spring and a new start, naissance = birth.

KDIE DDU
City Flower: Azalea
WAV S AR A
Ericaceae Rhododendron

Adopted on 25 December 1972
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Message from Kanako Yamada, Mayor of the City of Kita
Kita City is a city full of attractions: industrial heritage sites, a waterfront
area surrounded by four rivers, shopping streets where many people
come and go, railroad scenery that circles the city, and above all, the
warmth of the people who live in Kita City. Even the most ordinary
scenery is full of stories, and something new is waiting to be discovered
by all who explore here.

Kita City is especially proud of Eiichi Shibusawa, who laid the
foundation of the modern Japanese economy. He lived in Asukayama,
Kita City, for 30 years from the age of 61 until his death at the age
of 91. Here, he established a wide range of industries and promoted
various social projects, creating a space where " Everyone can be
happy."

From July 2024, Shibusawa, a great man associated with Kita City, will
be depicted on the new 10,000-yen bill. Now is the time for Kita City
to become the face of Japan, and we will strongly promote the spirit of
Shibusawa and the charm and splendor of Kita City, which he loved,
both in Japan and abroad.

| see today's changing society as a great opportunity to provide
administrative services that are ahead of the times and to advance
people-friendly urban redevelopment, so that together with the people
living and working in this area, we can create a “New Era in Kita City”
with a warm and happy environment for all.

We hope that this handbook will help many people discover the charms
and ideas of our community, Kita City, and deepen their understanding
of the City Administration.

September 2023



Kita City Street Scene

People
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From children to the elderly, everyone
lives together, laughs together and grows
together.

Kita City is the town where children playing
their roles in the future have dreams and
retired senior citizens spend their life that
is worth living.

Communal activities like festivals and
volunteerism are found everywhere, Kita
City is full of creative energy, and ties
among people are strongly felt.
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Kita City Street Scene

Water
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Kita City is blessed with four rivers running through
it - the Arakawa River, the Sumida River, the
Shakuijii River and the Shingashi River - and each
river boasts an extensive waterfront. The Arakawa
riverside is a spacious watershed area that is
popular with the local residents; it has baseball
grounds and soccer fields, as well as an open space
where barbecues can be enjoyed.

The Musashino-no-Michi (Shakujii River course)
follows the Shakujii River, providing a hiking trail
and a green belt where many people can be seen
enjoying birdwatching, jogging, and taking walks.
Otonashi Sakura field, reclaimed from an old
channel of the Shakuijii River, is an important asset
preserving some of the natural river banks.
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Kita City Street Scene

Greenery

ﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂzu\%EM®ﬁE\
?%%f) OWERH EFLLE, Z LU TETH
iR CE. {LFERA T HOE =Y

R LTIERT Uz, ZkicEA

TZHIRE BDITILD % AT, kb EFWHDOAF I HPERERNE
335 BBEVORETE LT, MEE TIHFERE
WU TELDANLDINTOE LT,

4TE, EHFolih s J Rt
BNV OEMNCIE, BDFEE. DFEP

JERE, CRAERIAA, FISARIAZR EN, &8

TEDES EFBICLSE R HZATVE

T, Flo, BB EriC, BKSRFHEN.

M, Wik EDKGERLIZD ., HRD

WkzmEh Uil e BiiEh, KR

DIV DRT LR >TVWET,

In the Edo Period, the Kita City area was
a place of recreation where the common
people of Edo (old Tokyo) went for picnics.
They enjoyed activities such as viewing the

cherry blossoms at Asukayama in spring, B URER BKRAR
bathing under the waterfalls of Takinogawa

in summer, watching the leaves to change

color in fall, and visiting Qji Inari Shrine.

Throughout the seasons, many people

came to the area now called Kita City to

see the ever-changing natural features,

the abundant rural fields and to enjoy the

greenery.

Even today, the continuous green belt

stretching from the heights of Ueno Mountain

along with the slope which overlooks the JR

Keihin-Tohoku Line to Kita City is rich with

parks, gardens, and protected natural woods

that offer city dwellers pleasant relaxation

in spite of continuing urbanization. Among

plentiful greenery are watering places like

fountains, streams, ponds, waterfalls, and
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Asukayama Park

Jk- V') —b' Eiichi Shibusawa
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0 12 R JnyJ Asukayama
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Eiichi Shibusawa is the creator of modern Japanese society. He spent his life in Asukayama from 1901 to 1931 when he passed
away. Old Shibusawa Garden, which is on a site of Asukayama Park, is part of the remains of the residence. Nowadays, the two
histric landwarks, “Bankoro Cottage” and “Seien Bunko Library”, made in the Taisho Era and designated as national important
cultural properties, remain today as they were, together with the garden.

% N R — 1840 (Kff11) ~ 1931 (Wif16)
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Eiichi Shibusawa : 1840 — 1931

SREMEFE  Ejichi Shibusawa, born in present Saitama Prefecture, served the 15th and last Tokugawa Shogun
Yoshinobu and then worked for the Meiji Government where he was deeply involved in the establishment of monetary and
banking system. Later, as a businessperson of the private sector, he founded and brought up many joint-stock companies,
as well as making his endeavors to develop social welfare and education and in private diplomacy, thereby aiming for
social prosperity and modernization.

The eighth Tokugawa Shogun Yoshimune planted
cherry trees and made it open to the public for the
enjoyment of common people of Edo. In 1873,
this place was designated as the first park of our
country. Even now many people visit here as a
scenic spot of cherry blossoms. The three
museums are also worth visiting: i.e., “Kita
City Asukayama Museum” that introduces
the history, nature and culture of Kita

% FRELLA

City, “Paper Museum” as the world’s
leading museum specializing in “paper”,
and “Shibusawa Memorial Museum”
that exhibits materials related to Eiichi
Shibusawa who laid the foundation of
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B EF 3) HINN=DL =2 modern economy and society of Japan.
N8 RRLSOOBYE .. iftad |
PR 520 Bankoro Cottage This is a western-style tea house, gifted in 1917 to
& ;BRI celebrate Eiichi’'s 77th birthday and used to entertain honored guests who
TS visited Shibusawa’s residence. Respectfulness to Eiichi are seen here and
) Q there, like the Japanese character “Kotobuki” made of tiles and the lighting
m@;@ equipment with the design of a crane that prays for longevity.
REDINE IS
» H iEEE‘E.
O e
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Seien Bunko Library seien Bunko Library was the gift to
concurrently celebrate Eiichi's 80th birthday and his promotion to viscount
in 1925. It was used as a library and place to attend on guests. Elaborate
designs are must-see items, like colorful stained glass and decorative tiles
featuring the Shibusawa’s family crest as a motif.

FORSERBEAL. REE. SHYESEH | IXKLRERS
CREFgZz8CiRE L CNET ) 9

Asukayama's
three museums

KD P B

Paper Museum
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Shibusawa Memorial Museum Kita City Asukayama Museum
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Otonashishinsui Park
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Otonashishinsui Park is considered one of Japan’s top 100 city parks
for its reproduction of the Gongen-no-Taki waterfall, one of the seven
Oji waterfalls that were once located near the park, its rebuilt Funakushi
Bridge originally constructed in 1907, and its cherry blossom trees.
The andon-style lanterns throughout the park have received a national
handcraft award and make this an attractive place for strolling at night.
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Central Library

This is a stay-style library on a basis of lifelong learning in Kita City
with a collection of approximately 440,000 books, approximately
500 seats for reading, including seats with internet connections
as well as free space. This library is the center of lifelong learning
activities in Kita City where one can spend almost the entire day.
The library features accessible, universal design allowing persons in
wheelchairs easy access to the library with bookshelves, desks and
restrooms that are easy to use for disabled persons. The building
itself was built in 1919 and was a brick warehouse for the imperial
army. It is a building that is both stately and modern and is also
known as the “Red Brick Library”.
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In the Donald Keene Collection Corner, we have displayed the books that were donated by
Mr. Keene from January 2013. You can freely browse the valuable books with the writings
of Mr. Keene in the collection chamber. To help you to understand the brilliant achievement

of Mr. Keene, who is an honorary resident of Kita City, it is an appropriate space that gives

REFICMBRFILE « F—VK (EE25F18) you the chance to start to become familiar with Japanese literature and classical literature.
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Kyu-Furukawa

Gardens
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The First Factory
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T aY  There is a beautiful harmony between the British-style building and
Western-style garden designed by Josiah Conder, the British architect
who also designed the Rokumeikan in Hibiya, and the Japanese
garden designed by Ueji, the famous Kyoto landscape gardener. In
January 2006, the Kyu-Furukawa Gardens were designated as a
national place of scenic beauty. In spring and autumn, approximately
100 varieties of 200 strains of rose blossom here, and many people

visit from both near and far.
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This is the experimental sake brewery of the National Research Institute of &
Brewing, also known as “Red Brick Sake Brewery”, established by the Meiji g
Government in 1904 for the purpose of improving brewing technique and

quality of sake. The building was designed by Yorinaka Tsumaki, who was

one of the most famous architect in the Meiji era, by referring German beer

brewery. It has been designated as an Important Cultural Property of Japan

in 2014.
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Tokyo Sakura Tram

(Toden Arakawa Line)
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Because the former Iwabuchi floodgates are painted red, the
local people affectionately refer to them as “Akasuimon” or
“the Red Floodgates”. These floodgates were built in 1924
by Akira Aoyama, the only Japanese engineer to be involved
in the construction of the Panama Canal. Today, these
floodgates are no longer in use and have been replaced by
the new blue Iwabuchi floodgates located downriver.
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Toden Arakawa Line was first operated by Oji Denki Kido Co., Ltd (Oden) but was merged into Tokyo Shiden
in 1942, then ending up being the only remaining Toden line in service in Tokyo since 1972. There are 6 stops
in Kita City. The landscape of the town where a Toden tram runs somehow makes you feel at home.
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Hokutopia Hokutopia, a symbolic tower of Kita City, was built as a center for the promotion of
industry in the city and residents’ culture. The many facilities include halls and meeting rooms.
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Nanushi-no-Taki Park (Nanushi Falls Park) The Nanushi Falls boast one of
the largest waterfalls in Tokyo, Odaki waterfall, 8 meters in height, and three other waterfalls,
the Medaki waterfall, Dokko waterfall and Yugyoku waterfall. Nanushi Falls Park is a garden
for strolling that skillfully utilizes and incorporates the views of these waterfalls as well as
Zelkova, Japanese Hackberry, Castanopsis and more than 100 Yama-momiji that grow on the slopes.
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O-Fuji-san

During the Edo period (1603-1868), when worship of Mt. Fuji became popular,
Fuji Ko (Fuji worshippers) built a mound to represent Mt. Fuji and worshipped
it as if it were Mt. Fuji. Even today, a festival is held on the day when the
mountain-climbing season officially opens, and people crowd round the many
stalls lining the road.
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Jujo Ginza Shopping Street

Jujo Ginza Shopping Street, which boasts the largest number of shops in Kita
City, also has the reputation for the wide selection of goods and reasonable
prices. The arcades are always crowded with shoppers.
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Shinohara Engeijo Theater

The Shinohara Engeijo Theater opened in 1951 and is currently the
oldest taishu (popular) professional drama theater in Tokyo. It is loved by
the local residents, and there is even a street named after it, “Engeijo-

Chuo Park There are about 190 cherry blossom trees as well as an artificial
stream complementing the magnificent greenery of the park. This is a multipurpose
park with an adjoining baseball field and tennis courts. People gather to see the
cherry blossoms in spring and children fill the air with their laughter as they play in
the water on hot summer days.

A building, which later became the Culture Center, was built in the park in 1930. It
is very impressive with its white walls and western style construction and is often
used as a location for television dramas.
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Banknote & Postage Stamp Museum
This is the museum of the National Printing Bureau that manufactures banknotes and
postage stamps. This museum introduces the history and techniques of banknotes and
postage stamps, such as the introduction of printing technology and watermark to prevent
counterfeiting, from the viewpoint of manufacturers.

dori”. The theater has many ardent fans and long lines stretch from the

entrance on performance days.
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Cultural and Artistic Activities Base Cocokita
The closed-down junior high school building has been reborn as
a center of culture and arts. Many venues (a studio and an atelier,
etc.) are available for rent on an hourly basis for activities such as
theatre, dance, music and art.
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Akabane Nature Observatory Park, Kita City Farmer’s Life in Olden

Times Experience Facility Pplants that grow indigenously in this area are preserved and cultivated and visitors can familiarize

themselves with nature in the park. The park is also adjacent to the Matsuzawa’s old residence (Kita City Farmer’s Life in Olden Times
Experience Facility), which is a tangible cultural property designated by the City. Visitors look at and learn about old-style farmhouses there.
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Ukima Park when you get off a train at Ukimafunado Station, greenery and
water spreads in front of your eyes. It is the park that was developed around the
Ukima Pond, which boasts a size of about 40 thousand square meters. You can
hear the children splashing water in the pond in summer. In fall you can enjoy
leaves of autumn colors and in winter flying migratory birds such as wild ducks.
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Arakawa Museum of Aqua (amoa) This museum contains a gallery, exhibits, a

library hall and other facilities that provide all kinds of information about the Arakawa River. It
also hosts a range of workshops throughout the year.
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Akabane Suzuran-dori Shopping Street  Akabane is a representative commercial center

of Kita City, with many shopping districts around the station. Among them is Akabane Suzuran-dori
Shopping Street (LaLa Garden), having the largest arcade in height and width in Kita City.
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Akabane Ichibangai Shopping District This is a shopping district of hustle and bustle. People
flock together even from afar seeking for the attractiveness of famous stores, including taverns with the good old
atmosphere of the Showa period.
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Akabane Gymnasium

This newest gymnasium in Kita City was opened in February 2017. Itis a universally designed
barrier-free facility that introduced training machines to prevent nursing care and sports
instruments for children, so that everyone can casually enjoy sports.
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Akabane Sports-no-mori Park This park has been opened as a center of sports and healthy living for city residents. Visitors can
enjoy playing sports such as soccer and ground golf on the outdoor athletic field lined with artificial turf. In addition, there is also the “Fureai
Hall", a multipurpose indoor facility that can be used for gatherings, meetings and light indoor sports.

The “Kusappara Open Space” features a garden path that circles the park, fitness equipment, as well as playground equipment for children.
The park offers a place where anyone can come to gather and to improve their health as well as a place that offers disaster prevention
functionality in times of disaster.
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Japan High Performance Sport Center
The base for the training of top athletes in the international
competition and the research and support programs in sports
medicine and science is “Japan High Performance Sport
Center (HPSC)". HPSC comprises “Japan Institute of Sports
Sciences (JISS)" and “AJINOMOTO National Training Center
(NTC)". Other than those, there are a dedicated soccer stadium
EOEFY3 T kL= Y=« (=2 R AJINOMOTQ FIELD NIS_HIGAOKA and fL_JtsaI courts and
outdoor tennis courts available to the public. In September
2019, the new base “AJINOMOTO National Training Center

KOZRTY3 T AU-ZYT2Y8 - DIZb East” was opened.
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Takinogawa Park This park is enjoyed by everyone, from children
to the elderly, as a place of relaxation where the abundant greenery centers
on flowers and fruit trees, the pond has its large waterfall, and the river
provides a soothing atmosphere.

The park is also equipped with disaster prevention facilities, including an
emergency water tank (1,500 tons), deep wells, and water sprinklers (water
cannon).

(1,500 k).
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Nishigahara Minnano-koen Park The characteristic of this park is a
large lawn square where people can enjoy themselves freely but also in fact, it is well
equipped with disaster prevention facilities. There are state-of-the-art disaster prevention
facilities, including disaster toilets, disaster pergola, oven benches, emergency wells,
and earthquake-resistant water storage tanks. In addition, playground equipment is
arranged so that emergency tents can be set up without problem.

—HSREEO—T (B 4kn) T EIEOWMIEINIFE TS, KIERHUITHLL
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Nishigahara Ichirizuka The Ichirizuka are tumuli that are built on both sides of the road, 1 ri
(approximately 4km) apart. This mound was brought to the brink of removal due to laying Tokyo Shiden
in Taisho Period, but people succeeded in preserving it by owing to the efforts of local residents, etc.
represented by Eiichi Shibusawa.lt is said that there were 18 locations within Tokyo 23 City, but there are
now only 2 locations, Nishigahara and Shimura in Itabashi City, which still remain in the same locations
as when they were built. They are designated as a national historic site.
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Memorial Tower to Isami Kondo and Shinsengumi

(the shogunate police and military force in ancient Kyoto)

The tombstone was erected in 1876 by Shinpachi Nagakura as a memorial to Isamu Kondo,
Toshizo Hijikata, and other fallen members of the Shinsengumi. A memorial service is held on or
near April 25, the anniversary of Kondo's death. The memorial was designated a tangible cultural
property by Kita City in 2003.
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Akagami Nio

A pair of statues that stand guard in front of Tokakuji Temple is known as “Akagami Nio". These are stone
statues of Deva Kings (Kongo-rikishi) fashioned by the monk Sokai in 1641 in order to suppress a plague.
It is said that if you paste a piece of red paper on the body part where you have a health problem and pray,
you will be healed. It is customary for people who have recovered from illness to make offerings of straw
sandals. These statues are designated Kita City tangible folk cultural properties.
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Shimofuri Ginza Sakae-kai Shopping District
Stores on either side of a narrow road sell everything from fresh food to daily
necessities. This is an indispensable shopping district where people living in the

neighborhood can do their shopping easily.

In the spring an event called the “Mystery Walk Around the Town of the Famous
Detective Mitsuhiko Asami” is held, in which people walk around the district of
Nishigahara and solve puzzles. Many people take part from around the country.
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Tabata Memorial Museum of Writers and Artists

After opening the Tokyo School of Fine Arts (present name: Tokyo University of the Arts) in
Ueno, 1889, young artists started to move to Tabata to be near Ueno. For example, in 1900
Kosugi Hoan [Painter], in 1903 Itaya Hazan [Ceramicist] and so on, moved in.

Akutagawa Ryunosuke [Novelist] moved to Tabata in 1914 and Muro Saisei [Poet, Novelist]
moved to there in 1916 to be followed by many novelists and poets.

The trajectory of these artists and writers can be seen from the works and materials that are
exhibited in Tabata Memorial Museum of Writers and Artists.
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Seasonal Attractions of Kita City

Festivals, Flowers, History, Culture.
An Introduction to the Many Attractions of
Kita City.
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We are very proud of Kita City’s transportation
access since we have the most JR stations in
Tokyo with 11, as well as subway and Toden
Arakawa Lines. It's very convenient. Whether
heading into the heart of Tokyo or to Saitama,
you can go easily!
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Actress and Singer : Chieko Baisho
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Kita City Uchida Yasuo Mystery Literature Award
This award was established in April 2002 by soliciting cooperation from Yasuo
Uchida acting as the Kita City ambassador since 1996. In the award ceremony
and the commemorative event, recipients of each prize are announced
and the work winning the grand prize in the preceding year are staged and
performed.
Booklets containing the award-winning entries (from the
16th event onward) are available at the Manager of City
Promotion Section.
NBRX K
XZ % Yasuo Uchida )
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DOHUMEEDETTIIENENT VB EDHIDEL B D Among the convenient pr_o.dycts that we use .in our dai!y 'Iives,
many have been made utilizing the technological capabilities of

FHA, REHOEA) ZHLT0ED TRHADRE  small and medium-sized companies in the city. These enterprises,

= A — I K which possess state-of-the-art technology and are taking the lead
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YucsEh BN EG 1) DdH D T, creative thinking and excellent world-class technological abilities.
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Seibo Kitamura, sculptor
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Haruyoshi Kitamura, sculptor
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Hoseki Okuyama, master metal craftsman HFE—IDEZDLULHBTIYFAV
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Donald Keene, Japanese literature researchers
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Tokyo tegaki yuzen (Tokyo Hand-drawn Yuzen) @ﬁ Tategu (Fittings)
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Gin zaiku (Silver Work)
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rjtg{ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ{%ﬁéj L:H’.&)\O)%é (Lucky Bamboo Rake of Good Omen) TOkyO butsudan (TOkyO Buddhist Altar)
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The Traditional Arts and Crafts of Kita City e DA & PRHT B
The craftspeople of Kita City have handed ANEE. 3= 9% Hyogu A o R~
down their traditional skills from generation to (Scroll Mounting of Edo) N =ik . REGLRFEID, XYTY
generation, and they will continue to do so. KGR T oRnIc Bﬁ]ﬁ Togei (Pottery) ’ﬁfé? Chokin (Chasing)
The Kita City Association for the Preservation I - 7T BT RS Tl < e 7 (5 & MR TV LITBIL, EDiAH,
of Traditional Arts and Crafts was established BEINEFUNEENS
for craftspeople to gather and pass on their
traditional skills and techniques. It also aims to
teach the public about the beauty of traditional
arts and crafts.
This section introduces the beauty of traditional =\
arts and crafts that are still a part of our lives A=A WZH;:T:;K;E@
and the skills of the craftspeople. NV SeSNZ D N
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Ukiyo-e Mokuhanga (Woodblock Print of Ukiyo-e A= "
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Tombo-dama (Glass Beadmaking) Edo bekko (Edo Tortoiseshell Work) b e B R I
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Kokon Tokyo Meisho Asukayama Koenchi Oji Seishigaisha

SNEE (CAO W WR 1647 (1883)
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Kawaguchi Zenkoji Usei

AT Wi 124F (1879)
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Ukiyo-e a popular art form that developed in the Edo Period. Their main subjects
were contemporary events and entertainment. Although there are both hand-painted
What is Ukiyo-e? and woodblock print Ukiyo-e, the woodblock print form was especially highly
developed. The multicolored woodblock prints which emerged in the early Meiwa
Era (1764-72) were known as Nishiki-e and today are synonymous with Ukiyo-e.
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City Assembly

The city Assembly is made up of 40 members elected by the

residents. In accordance with city ordinances, there are four

regular sessions a year, and extraordinary sessions are convened

when necessary to vote on important city issues. The Assembly

consists of standing committees, special committees and the
FEimES  steering committee.
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Declaration of Peace

We recognize that true peace and security is our wish and a long-cherished desire common to humankind. ; .

We will make efforts to realize a community where peace and freedom flourish, based on the philosophy of lasting peace as declared in the
Constitution of Japan. . ) . )

It is our great responsibility to pass on a hospitable hometown and beautiful natural surroundings to posterity.

In witness thereof, we hereby declare that the City of Kita is a city of peace and we are of the conviction that our nation must maintain the
three non-nuclear principles and earnestly hope for lasting peace and permanent prosperity for the world. 15 March 1986 Kita City, Tokyo
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Kita City Zero Carbon City Declaration

~ Aiming for net zero carbon dioxide emissions by 2050 ~

We |are now facing an unprecedented, fast-paced global warming that is causing an extremely serious natural onslaught that should be called
a "climate crisis.”

Kita City, with its geo raphical features including four rivers and a north-south cliff line, is a city full of water and greenery. In 2005, Kita City
declared a "Kita City Declaration of Healthy Coexistence with the Environment," and has been activele]/ workir|1_iq together with its residents
on environmental issues to create a city where everyone can continue to live in affluence and good health. However, going forward, it is
necessary for everyone to treat the current climate crisis as their own personal crisis, to be aware of “what we can do now," and to take action
to put the brakes on the Progressmn of global warming.

With an urgent sense of peril and also determination, Kita City hereby declares that we will do our utmost to transition to a decarbonized
society, aiming to achieve "net zero carbon dioxide emissions (carbon neutrality) by 2050.”

The year 2050 is not in the distant future. For the purpose not only of those of us living today, but also of those who have yet to be born, we
will work together with the residents, communities, and businesses of Kita City to create a "vibrant and sustainable Kita City" for the future of

usall. 24 June 2021 Kita City, Tokyo
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WRERBET sakata City, Yamagata Prefecture

Kita City concluded three separate agreements for natural
disaster support in 1995 with Sakata City, Yamagata Prefecture,
and Kanra Town and Nakanojo Town, Gumma Prefecture.
Kita City also signed partner city agreements with the three
municipalities in 1997 to deepen the relationships and increase
exchanges.
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ﬁﬁ!%ﬂ'ﬁﬂ] Kanra Town, Gumma Prefecture

The exchange with Kita City started on the occasion of
constructing in Kita City the school dormitory (Shonai-kan) at
1925 designed for those coming from the Shonai region. The
exchange has become more frequent since Sakata City joined
“Furusato(Spiritual Home) Kita City People’s Festival” in 1992.
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ﬁﬁl%':FZ%m Nakanojo Town, Gumma Prefecture

A wide variety of exchanges began in 1984 based on the
“natural holiday camp concept” for residents of Kita City to enjoy
sports and recreational activities in natural surroundings. The
accommodation and recreational facility “Kanra-Furusatokan” was
opened in 1988 and it is used by residents of Kita City.
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RE{LRhERE Xicheng District, Beijing City, China

Elementary school pupils from Kita City were evacuated to
Nakanojo Town during World War II, and this led to an exchange
between the two municipalities.

Eriendship]Exchangeland
Cooperative Relations)Partner/City,
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KREIAIFY M7')—7T  Walnut Creek City, USA.

As a result of the exchange between Oji Elementary School and
the Beijing Number One Experimental Elementary School in
1985, exchanges in a wide variety of fields such as culture and
young people have been ongoing. In 1993, a friendly exchange/
cooperative relationship agreement was signed between the
former Xuanwu District, Beijing City, China, and Kita City, and
has driven the development of friendly relations and mutual
understanding. In July 2010, the former Xuanwu and Xicheng
Districts were integrated to form a new Xicheng District. Since
then, there has been an agreement for friendship and cooperative
relations with the new Xicheng District through mutual exchange,
with a continuing focus on areas such as culture and youth.
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The mutual exchange of junior high school students with those of
Seven Hills School in Walnut Creek City, California, U.S.A. has
been carried out since 1999. Kita City concluded the partner city
agreement with Walnut Creek in April 2017 to further develop this
exchange and deepen mutual understanding through exchanges
in a wide range of fields including education and culture. Taking
the opportunity of the conclusion of this agreement, Kita City
has been dispatching youth exchanging delegations to that city,
for the development of human resources with cross-cultural
understanding and international perspective, as well as for
familiarizing themselves with English conversation aiming to be
the base of friendship and amity.
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