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Kita City International
Exchange Events

<<Disaster Prevention Lecture>>

Japan is a country prone to natural disasters, such as
typhoons, earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions.
We would like to provide new residents with a disaster
prevention lecture including hands-on experience and
training.
Date & time: 10:00-12:00, January 21, 2017
Venue: Kita City Disaster Prevention Center
(2-1-6 Nishigahara, Kita City, Tokyo)
Programs: (1) earthquake experience, (2) emergency
medical equipment AED operation procedures,
(3) smoke experience, and (4) fire extinguisher
operation procedures.
Applications: Refer to Kita City News dated on December
20, 2016.
Inquiries: Kita City, General Affairs Subsection
(International), 03-3908-9308

<<International Cultural Exchange Program>>

The number of foreign tourists is increasing every year
and more and more foreigners are interested in Japanese
history and culture.

We would like to provide a workshop for those who are
interested in feeling and experiencing Japanese culture
including exchange with Japanese people.

We welcome your participation; Japanese residents,
students, or workers in Kita City who are interested in
international understanding and exchange and foreign
people who are interested in experiencing Japanese
culture.

Date: February 19, 2017 (Sunday)

Venue: Hoku Topia

Activities: (1) Japanese tea ceremony, (2) paper craft doll
made with Japanese paper, (3) Japanese flower
arrangement (ikebana), (4) Japanese harp (koto)
music.

Applications: Refer to Kita City News in January.

Inquiries: General Affairs Section, General Affairs
Subsection (International), 03-3908-9308
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Introduction of

Japanese New Year

The Japanese celebrate the New Year to welcome the god

of incoming year, thank safe passing of one year and pray
for good harvest. A series of new year customs starts with
welcoming the god.

Preparation for New Year |

Soot cleaning: This is to clean dirt of the year in a house
to welcome the god of incoming year.

Gate pine decoration: This is the sign to welcome the
god. Evergreen pine has been believed to be a tree which
houses deities. Long-live bamboo was added later to imply
longevity.

Shimekazari decoration: This is to show the place of
purity and sacredness. The decoration indicates that the
house is purified to welcome the god of incoming year.
Kagamimochi rice cake is the residence for the god.

INew Year’s customs |

End of year soba: The long noodle implies wish for
longevity. It is also easy and quick to prepare on busy end
of the year day.

Osechi, New Year dishes: Families serve these home-
made dishes for the god of incoming year, while praying
for prosperity of family members.

Hatsumode, first visit to shrine: People visit shrines on
the first day of the year to pray for health and happiness in
the year.

Many other customs such as Otoshidama gifts and
Kakizome first writing are observed.

Introduction of Setsubun

Setsubun literally means a separation of two seasons.
Setsubun is the last day of one season. Generally it refers
to one day before spring season. People scatter roasted
beans to run demons off and invite fortune since old days.
Today many events are held in various places.

Year-end and new year holidays at Kita City Office
From December 29, 2016 to January 3, 2017
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